January 30, 2009
The Honorable  (name)
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Representative  (name) : 
As a coalition of early childhood advocates in Ohio, we urge swift action on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which includes funds for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), Head Start, Early Head Start, and the IDEA Infants and Toddlers program. We serve children and families and employ thousands of early educators across Ohio. We know the needs of the communities we serve and the policies that work, especially now in this time of economic crisis.
We urge you to support increased investments of $2 billion for CCDBG, $2.1 billion for Head Start (including $1.1 billion for Early Head Start), $600 million for IDEA Infants and Families in the Economic Recovery package and $2.5 billion in Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. The additional funding for child care will allow states to provide child care assistance for hundreds of thousands of children in low-income working families who have been hit hard by the economic crisis. The additional funding for Head Start will allow over 110,000 more children to participate in the program. The additional funding for IDEA Infants and Families will allow states to increase assistance for children with disabilities ages two and younger. These programs can provide a vital support for low-income families during these difficult times, helping parents get and keep a job and offering stable, nurturing early learning environments for young children.

Creating 2.5 million new jobs and putting people back to work can not be done without early care and education programs for working parents.  An economic recovery package focused on job creation must recognize that parents of young children can not go to work without child care. The young children of these workers will need a safe place to be; families eligible to receive child care assistance will need access to that assistance right away so they can go to work.  
Early care and education programs are an important sector of the economy in their own right. In Ohio, according to a 2004 economic impact study, early care and education programs employ over 56,000 people and generate $1.95 billion in gross receipts. Expanding child care and Head Start programs will help stimulate the economy, through direct employment of providers, teachers, and support staff and by offering parents job training and employment opportunities as part of the program’s comprehensive support services.

Child care pays immediate rewards and creates longer term benefits.  There are nearly 600,000 children under age six in Ohio with parents in the workforce, who are in some form of care while their parents are at work. Decades of research have shown that high-quality child care and early learning programs improve a child’s readiness for school.  Reliable, high-quality early childhood programs not only gives working families the support and peace of mind they need to be productive at work, but these programs are critical to children’s future success and to our national economic success. For many families, though, the price of care puts high-quality programs out of reach. 
Child care assistance offers immediate relief to struggling families.  Cuts to assistance, and the ever-increasing cost of child care, mean more families can not pay for child care. Parents of all income levels are forced to look for alternatives or risk losing their jobs. The challenges brought by national economic decline include families’ struggles to afford the basics of housing, rising food costs, and high quality, affordable early childhood care and education programs. As unemployment increases and salaries, hours and wages go down at all kinds of jobs, child care choices are directly impacted. Parents are stringing together caregivers and hoping for the best as they work, look for work, or seek job training.
We urge you to vote YES on the economic recovery package.  These funds could be put to use right away in Ohio to support parents going to work. 
A stronger infrastructure should include not only new and improved roads and bridges and computer networks, but child care, Head Start, and early intervention investments well. Investing in these programs helps America’s children, families, workers, and communities prosper.  Thank you for your consideration of this critical component of economic recovery.
Sincerely, 

Diane Bennett, CEO

Action for Children in behalf of the following organizations:

Ronald R. Browder, Children’s Defense Fund

Roger McCauley, Corporation for Ohio Appalachian Development

Eric Karolak, Early Care and Education Consortium

Linda Neugebauer, Early Care and Learning

Mary Lou Langenhop, Early Care and Learning

Susan Bodary, EDvention

Katie Kelly, groundWork

Linda Day-Mackessy, Ohio Association of Child Care Providers

Kim Tice-Colopy, Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children

Maureen Boggs, Ohio Child Care Resource & Referral Association

Russ Harris, Ohio Education Association

Barb Haxton, Ohio Head Start Association

Martha Sweterlitsch, Ohio State Alliance of YMCA’s

Karen Lampe, ReadySetSoar
Robyn Lightcap, ReadySetSoar
Valerie Ridgeway, United Way of Central Ohio
Amy Swanson, Voices for Ohio’s Children

CC: Ohio delegation in the US House of Representatives and US Senate
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